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1 . DCM HAD OPPORTUNITY NOVEMBER 15 TO TALK WITH IBRD VICE 
PRESIDENT FOR WEST AFRICA ROGER CHAUFOURNIER DURING LATTER'S 
BRIEF STOPOVER IN ABIDJAN. CHAUFOURNIER HAD SPOKEN WITH POSTS 
AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS MINISTER BANGALI KONE AND PRESIDENT 
HOUPHOUET AND VOICED IBRD CONCERN ABOUT TENTATIVE AWARD OF 
SWITCHING OFFICE CONTRACT TO FRENCH FIRM CGCT IN APPARENT 
VIOLATION IBRD PROCEDURES. 

2. BANGALI KONE SAID THAT CONTRACT HAD BEEN GIVEN TO 
CGCT FOR "TECHNICAL REASONS" WHICH CHAUFOURNIER ADMITTED 
HE WAS NOT QUALIFIED TO EVALUATE, AND THAT CGCT HAD 
"NEGOTIATED" ITS BID TO BRING IT VERY CLOSE TO NORTH 
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FRENCH OFFER TO BUILD FACTORY IN IVORY COAST HAD BEEN 
INFLUENTIAL IN DECISION. CHAUFOURNIER REPLIED THAT 
HE COULD NOT RPT NOT GUARANTEE IBRD PARTICIPATION, SINCE 
AWARD OF CONTRACT MADE WITHOUT ANY CONSULTATION WITH 
IBRD, IN DIRECT CONTROVENTION OF BANK REGULATIONS. 

DECISION WOULD REQUIRE CAREFUL EXAMINATION OF ALT. 

RELEVANT DOCUMENTS IN WASHINGTON. 

3. HOUPHOUET TOLD CHAUFOURNIER THAT DECISION, WHILE NOT 
FINAL, HAD BEEN MADE ON BASIS TECHNICAL CONSIDERATIONS 

OF WHOSE VALIDITY HOUPHOUET HAD BEEN PERSUADED. HOUPHOUET 
REITERATED WELL-KNOWN THEME THAT IVORY COAST WAS NOT A 
FRENCH "GAME PRESERVE," AND WAS INTERESTED IN EXPANDING 
AND DIVERSIFYING ITS COMMERCIAL RELATIONSHIPS. CHAUFOURNIER 
EXPRESSED APPRECIATION AND UNDERSTANDING, BUT STRESSED 
THE IRREGULARITY OF PROCEDURES WHICH HAD TENTATIVELY GIVEN 
THIS CONTRACT TO A FRENCH FIRM, AND AGAIN SAID THE MATTER 
WOULD REQUIRE CAREFUL AND THOROUGH IBRD CONSIDERATION. 
HOUPHOUET SAID HE WOULD INSTRUCT BANGALI KONE TO VISIT 
WASHINGTON "RIGHT AWAY" TO PUT CASE BEFORE IBRD OFFICIALS. 
CHAUFOURNIER TOOK THIS TO MEAN KONE WOULD DEPART IN NEXT 
DAY OR TWO. 

4. COMMENT: KONE'S VISIT WOULD APPEAR PROVIDE EXCELLENT 
OPPORTUNITY FOR NORTH ELECTRIC REPRESENTATIVES TO 
DISCUSS MATTER IN DETAIL WITH HIM. DEPARTMENT MAY 
WISH ADVISE NORTH ELECTRIC OR SUBSTANCE OF FOREGOING, 
BEARING IN MIND THAT PRINCIPAL PURPOSE OF KONE S TRIP 

IS TO MEET WITH IBRD OFFICIALS. STEARNS UNQUOTE KISSINGER 
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